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The Concept of “Repetition” - Between
the Way of Heaven and Life: An
Exploration of the Philosophical Thinking
in Chen Jingyuan’s Daode zhenjing
zangshi zuanwei pian (Folios on the
Subtleties Assembled from the Archives
of the Authentic Scripture of the Dao and
its Virtue)

Lu, Hui-Ling"

[Abstract]

The awareness of the research problem in this paper comes from an exploration of
the transition of the “Scholarship on Laozi ” at the turn of the Tang and Song Dynasties
and its evolution into a framework of “philosophical thinking”. Philosophical thinking,
as a post-reflective ability, not only reflects the system of thought represented by the
thinker, is also the place where philosophy resides. Regarding the development of Laozi
studies between the Tang and Song Dynasties, Liu Gusheng’s “Song Yuan Lao ue”
states: “The evolution from Chongxuan (E2{) Daoism in the Tang Dynasty to the
theory of mind and nature in the Song and Yuan Dynasties constitutes the third
important transformation in the interpretation of the philosophical system of thought in
Laozi.” This statement bears a certain indicative significance, but there is still room for
careful consideration. What needs to be further discussed is that the development
fromthe Tang Dynasty school on the nature of the Dao in Laozi to the Song Dynasty on

the mind and nature in Laozi does not merely mark a step in the evolution of the history

* Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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of thought at a superficial level, but also from the theory of Taoism to the theory of
mind and nature is not a straight-line relationship model that is generally called
Confucian-style “the connection between heaven and life”. “Human nature and the way
of heaven” , in fact, it is a “repeated” relationship between heaven and man, is in fact
closer to the mode of thinking we find in Chen Jingyuan’s ([#i£7T) interpretation of
Laozi. Chen Jingyuan's Daode zhenjing zangshi zuanwei pian 818 E 485 =2 ME
(Folios on the Subtleties Assembled from the Archives of the Authentic Scripture of the
Dao and its Virtue) therefore introduces the fresh notions of “taking the opposite /
reversal as the Dao” and “taking the complex as the nature” in post-Tang Laozi studies,

thereby further developing the field of “Daoist-style life-preserving ethics”.

Keywords: Chen Jingyuan, Laozi, reversal is the movement of the Dao, fu xing

(Recovery of selfhood)





