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A Study of the Concept of
“All-under-Heaven”
in The Xunzi and Mr. Lii’s Spring
and Autumn Annals:
The Two Blueprints for ruling
the World during the “Post-Zhou-Lu”
Regime

Masayuki Sato”
[Abstract]

This article aims at elucidating the characteristics and historical significance of the
political philosophies of The Xunzi and Mr. Lii’s Spring and Autumn Annals ( hereafter
“LSCQ”) by means of a close comparative analysis of their use of the concept of
“All-under-Heaven” ( and other related concepts such as the “Four seas” etc.) . A main
difference between the political philosophies proposed by these two texts and those of
other Warring States’ masters can be seen in the fact that the former intended to
establish a world-wide political community rather than the mere stability of the state of
a single feudal lord. In this sense, the ultimate purpose of The Xunzi and LSCQ was not
the expansion in power or territory of a single state, but rather the establishment of the
socio-political order of the whole Chinese world, in another word, the installation of an
order on a “world-scale,” which would theoretically be expected to rule the world from
the beginning.

In more specific terms, this article argues the following the two points: First, Xunzi
believed that any feudal lord of his time, if only he would make his best to improve the

moral excellence in his personality, could become qualified to become the ruler of
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Tianxia. Bearing this in mind, regarding the question of the possibility of the
ascendance of the Qin ruler to the position of ruler of Tianxia, Xunzi admitted a future
possibility that the Qin ruler could have sufficient qualifications to do so, if only he
practiced those skills which completely conformed to Confucian moral principle.

Second, the image of world ruler presented in the LSCQ reflected the historical
context within which the text was created, a situation of “interregnum” (in which
following the abolishment of the Zhou dynasty there was no Son of Heaven) . As such,
the text foresaw the ruler of Qin as being in the closest position to become the ruler of
the Chinese world. On this precondition, the authors of LSCQ encouraged the ruler of
the Qin to adopt more "passive" methods for winning the voluntary support of other
feudal lords and people within the whole of the Chinese world, methods including “the
nourishment of body and mind”, “recruitment of worthies,” and “the establishment of
the virtue of fairness and impartiality.”

In sum, while generally speaking it has been postulated that it was during the
Qin-Han period that the Tianxia worldview which worked as the ideology to maintain
vast territories and populations across great scales emerged, the present article posits
that such a political philosophy was developed on the basis of what the Xunzi and LSCQ
proposed, regardless of whether one considers the matter on a theoretical level in terms

of philosophical arguments or on a practical level in terms of policy proposals.

Keywords: Tianxia Worldview, The Xunzi, Mr. Lii’s Spiring and Autumn Annals,

“All-under-Heaven”, “Four seas”
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