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A Study on Zhang Huang’s Important
Understanding of the Book of Changes.:

on the Integration of Xiang-shu and Yili

Chen, Bo-Kuo®

[Abstract]

Zhang Huang, a man of integrity and kindness, was a faithful follower of
Confucianism, highly regarded as a prominent philosopher by thinkers in Ming and
Qing Dynasties. His theories regarding The Book of Changes are illustrated in his works
Zhouyi-Xiangyi, Duyizaji, and Tushubian. Incorporating Tushu, Yili, and Xiang-shu,
Zhang produced Ming Confucianism’s most powerful interpretation of the Book of
Changes. Following the trends of ¥ studies from the Song and Yuan periods, he
compiled a huge number of Yi diagrams and drawing on the work of those who came
before, delivering detailed and insightful interpretations of these diagrams. Following
Wang Yangming’s theory of the mind, Zhang used the words Xiang-yi to name his work
on the Changes. Based on the major ideas of Shao Yong and Zhu Xi, in combination
with Xinxue, Zhang contructed his Yili theory through Xiang-shu and criticized Yili
theories from the Han Dynasty. Due to the complexity of Zhang’s Tushuo theory, the
discussion of Tushuo will be covered in another study. By focusing mainly on the
realms of Xiang-shu and Yili, the present study aims to investigate the important
characteristics in Zhang’s theories, including the use of Xiang from one-yin-one-yang,
the diagram of one-gua-two-ti, yue-ti-na-jia and the elevation of the gian-kun-kan-li
position, ideas of gua-bian, opposite gua, and gua-zhu, tong-ti-da-dao and Xinxue, and
dao-ben-qian-kun, hoping to provide a comprehensive and detailed analysis of Zhang’s

theory.

Key words: Zhang Huang; Tushubian; Zhouyi-Xiangyi; Duyizaji; Yixue in Ming
Dynasty

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National ChengChi University.
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