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The Horizon of the Frontier and
People’s Homeland in Min Poetry
during Tang Dynasty

Liao, Mei-yu®

[Abstract]

The essay would focus on four dimensions. First, it area illustrates the different
perspectives between officials work in Min and also Min people work in the capital city
during Tang dynasty. Second, it elaborates the complicated memory of Tang poetry
associated with the coming and going in Min area. Lastly, it illuminates the
people/homeland and the poetry in the perspectives of the frontier. Above all, it
emphasized on the different memory in Min people who work in the north, and also the
people who move to Min area in order to escape from the barbarian. These two kinds of
writers not only confront but also integrate with each other, and these inspire to create
Min people’s self identity.As for horizon of the frontier in Min poetry, it displays in
three dimensions. First, the people live in the wartime frontier, which is from the
struggle for existence to exhibit the perspective of the common people. Second, the
homeland built in the remote place, which is constructed from protecting natural
resource into a magnificent landscape. In the meantime, it creates a poetic space by
reading, being self-contained by farming and in the end becomes a unique space away

from the chaos in the capital of the country.

Keywords: Min Poetry, Backcountry, Horizon of the frontier, Common People,

Homeland

*Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Feng Chia University.
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