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On the Meaning of Yiyiietidao in Ji
Kang's “Qinfu” and How It
Complements “Shengwu-aile-lun”

Wu, Kuan-hung”

[Abstract]

This article reexamines ginfu by contrasting it with shengluen in order to fully
understand the role that ginfu plays in Ji Kang’s music discourse. Different from
shengluen, which repeatedly appeals to the disparity between sheng and qing, qinfu
uses futi (poetic prose style) as a metaphor for the delivery of its thought. It focuses on
the special structure arising from a response to disturbed quietude and qi emergence,
thus stressing the existence of zhiren (perfect human). As such, the intermingling of
qing and qisheng matches Zhuan Zhi's thinking. Therefore, it is necessary to clarify
previous discourse surrounding weikuganzai and beiaichuiti and adopt new perspectives
involing yiheweimei and yiyiietidao, thus lifting “Qinfu” from a lyrical work to a song
composition of zhiren.

In contrast with shengluen, which emphasizes the listener, qinfu pays attention to
the producer of the qin, the player, and the listener, with emphasis on the player and the
listener. This shift enables xinzhi to mediate between aile (sorrow and joy) and zaojing
(disturbed quietude), thus stressing the stylizing of the person experiencing dao.
Although shengluen and qinfu differ in style, they both need to be grounded on
sheng-wu-ai-le in order for a stream of thinking based on sheng (sound) to develop and
to complement each other in theory and practice.

This study will propose a new perspective incorporating shuqing kezhuan and
zhiren kening with the aim to extend Ji Kang’s discourse on music to the realm of arts
and life. By so doing, the analysis lays bare the critical role it plays in history.

Keywords: yiyiietidao (experiencing dao through music), “qinfu”, daoyiangshenqi, Ji
Kang, zhiren (perfect man)

* Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National Dong Hwa University.
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