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The Layered System of Methodological
Principles

——A Study of Rhetoric and the
Organization of Writing

Chen, Man-ming®

[Abstract]

Single methodological principle can be integrated into a layered system that is
grouped by similar or different elements. This article takes rhetoric and the organization
of writing as examples, to define three layers of methodological principles. The first
layer is a kind of “dualistic interaction” (i.e., contrast vs. harmony). The second is a
process of “shift, transfer and conceiveness”. And the third is formed by a “multiple,
binary and single (zero)” spiral structure which contains “order, variation, coherence
and unity”. In conclusion, the methodology of rhetoric and the organization of writing is

the foundation to construct the layered system of methodological principles.

Keywords: methodological principle, layered system, rhetoric, the organization of

writing, “multiple, binary and single (zero)” spiral structure

* The Retired Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan Normal University.
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