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A Study on the Writing Strategy of Su
Shih’s Huangzhou Poetry and Tz u on
Red Plum

Liu, Chao-ming" Peng, Wen-liang™"

[Abstract]

Su Shih had composed many well-written poems and tz’u on chanting the plum
blossoms. Due to these great works, the chants on the plum blossoms have received a
lot of attention on the studies of the poetry and tz’u in Sung dynasty. On Su’s deposition
to Huang-chou, he first claimed “character of plum” in his composition of “Hong Mei
San Shou”. In addition, he incorporated his poetry into tz’u, and made “Ding Fong Po -
Yong Hong Mei”. Su’s works of the red plum blossoms were not only creative but also
indicated Su’s profound thinking to that time, which has made Su a highly valued
literatus since Sung dynasty. Furthermore, in the literature, Su had often been compared
to Shi Yan Nian because they were both famous writers in Sung dynasty. In this paper, |
tried to analyze the excellent writing strategies, the context, and the consonance
included in the chant on the plum blossoms. First, for the purpose of chanting the plum
blossoms works and incorporating his poem lines with tz’u, Su particularly picked out
the “Ding Feng Po” tz’u pattern, which had the closest pattern with the chants on the
plum blossoms. This was the main writing strategy to make this work more appealing
and easier to be chanted. Besides, incorporating poems into tz’u so that the chant on the
plum blossoms could spread widely is also the necessary writing strategy. Secondly, Su
compared plum blossom in “Ding Feng Bo + Yong Hong Mei” to himself to show his
willingness to serve in the government. Su assimilated a gentleman as the plum blossom
and argued that “characters of plum blossom” was indeed the character of a gentleman.
Finally, writing poems to express his thoughts, make suggestions to the government,

and satirize people of the former times were the writing strategies Su always used. In

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.

** Lecturer, Department of Chinese Literature, Chongqging University.
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order to emphasize the idea of the equivalence of the character of the plum blossom and
the character of a gentleman, Su made a severe criticism on Shi Yan Nian and
assimilated Su himself as the plum blossom. In conclusion, Su embodied the argument
of “character of plum blossom” by using ingenious writing strategies. Hence, the
argument of the character of the plum blossom and the relevant works have received a

lot of attention and serve as the main topic of this paper.

Keywords: Su Shih, Huangzhou, plum blossom poetry, plum blossom tz’u, writing

strategy
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