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From a Monk to a Hermit: A Study on
the Transformation of Liu Xiaobiao’s
Viewpoint of Life and Religious Faith

Lin, Po-chien”

[Abstract]

Liu Xiaobiao was a versatile scholar in the Southern Dynasty. The frustrations of
his life are evident in his childhood bereavement, Diaspora life during the Northern Wei
Dynasty, and conversion to Buddhism together with his mother, at which time he even
joined the Buddhism resurgence movement by assisting in the translation of Buddhist
classics after Emperor Taiwu prohibited the dissemination of Buddhism. Although he
fled to the south, he did not encounter an emperor who appreciated his talents. He then
transmuted his disappointment into the work On the Argument about Destiny,
advocating that all occurrences, whether bad or good, are predetermined by heaven, not
man, a viewpoint which he even argued heatedly with his friend Liu Zhao via mail.
Another of his works, Xiang Jing Xu, argues that one’s appearance is closely related
with one’s destiny, attesting to Liu’s fatalism. Fatalism contradicts the idea of Karma in
Buddhism. Liu’s Notes on Shyh Shuo Shin Yeu ¢ You Hui mentions “Deeds that have
been done cannot be changed; Karmic effects are definite”, which tallies with the
Buddhist concept of the transmigration of souls, while On the Argument about Destiny
claims that destiny is predetermined by the heavens. Is it possible that he rejected
Buddhism after living a solitary existence on Jinhua Mountain? Did he obtain a deeper
understanding of life as time went by? Is his situation the same as “hatred” that Huang
Kan mentioned in Wen Xuan Ping Dian or “self-pity from career frustration” as Luo
Hongkai wrote in Study on Literary Selection? In fact, Fang Zeng’s On Immortality of
Souls aroused a more heated debate in the Liang Dynasty than did Liu’s On the

Argument about Destiny. Academic research on Liu has focused more on his Notes on

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University.



H S BEG—am B2 Aa E RRBU R B A L 163

Shyh Shuo Shin Yeu and less on his thoughts and concerns. Accordingly, this paper
aims to clarify the abovementioned points at issue and the transformation of viewpoints
of thoughts by analyzing relevant historical documents, Buddhist classics, and literary

collections.

Keywords: Liu Xiaobiao, On the Argument about Destiny, Xiang Jing Xu,
Autobiography, Karma, Shyh Shuo Shin Yeu
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