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New Interpretation vs Old Verification
on Oracle Characters: An Example of
14 Version Belly-Bone Oracle Stored in
[HP

Chang, Wei-chieh °

[Abstract]

To advance a precise interpretation on oracle inscription has been the most
important and fundamental work in oracle subject. However, confined to some factors,
such as unclear copy rubbings, nebulous printings, and poor preservation of the
back-side oracle, scholars are then influenced to make proper judgment for the
interpretation. I choose the 14 version belly-bone oracle from IHP; and through the real
touch of object, as well as aiming at the back-side inscription, I advance the analysis
and present the new interpretation. Moreover, to compare one another the three
representative oracle interpretation tool books: Moshi zongji, Heji shiwen and Jiaoshi
zongji, 1 conclude, by the comparison, that witnessing and examining real objects is
very important and unalternate for oracle interpretation, with providing the precise

original data for our field.

Keywords: Oracle, interpretation, YH127, back-inscription, witness and examine

* Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica.
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