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Places with Stories: The “Beijing &
Shanghai Construction” and its Sense of
Interpretation in Contemporary Chinese

Urban Poetry

Chan, Tah-wei "

[Abstract]

This article will define the scope of the concept of “urban” based on the urban
image built in contemporary Chinese poetry within the study areas in order to firstly
differentiate the concepts of ““ urban” and “the city”, and secondly to explore the sense
of taking “urban” as a theme for poetry as well as the most valuable dimensions of
interpretation through “Beijing & Shanghai images” created by Chinese poets in
different eras. To avoid falling into a never-ending discussion on pan-urban poetry, this
research will only study the urban poetries themed as “Shanghai - the modern urban”
and “Beijing - the eternal empire”, in which the former has witnessed the rise and fall of
consumer culture in China in the past century, whereas the latter is 800-year deposition
of political & traditional culture. Both poetic themes represent the two routes of urban
development of China. Poetries with other cities as the main writing subject and without
a recognizable address will not be included in this discussion. This article attempts to
borrow the “place” concept of cultural geography as well as the point of view of urban
science to locate (or reconstruct) the aforementioned two “places with stories”, and
thereby to establish the importance of the writings of urban poetry’s in the history of

contemporary Chinese poetry writings.

Keywords: urban poetry, urban, image, story, Shanghai, Beijing

" Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taipei University.
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