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Song and Yuan Scholars’ Interpretations
of Zhu Xi’s The Exegesis of the

Collections of Texts from the Four
Books (Si shu zhang ju ji zhu)

Wang, Chih-wei®

[Abstract]

The study of the works of Zhu Xi became popular due to support of the emperor
and respect from scholars. Zhu Xi (1130-1200) annotated many classics and continually
revised his annotations. Hence, there were many different versions of Zhu’s works in
the Song and Yuan dynasties. The Exegesis of the Collections of Texts from the Four
Books (Sishu zhangju jizhu) is one example of Zhu’s works. Scholars in the Yuan
Dynasty started to argue about which copy represented the final version. This argument
was continued by the scholars in the Qing Dynasty. However, despite these discussions,
scholars were unable to find agreement. In this paper, I will first analyze the scholars’
arguments, and then explore Zhu’s thoughts according to his annotations in order to
determine the final version. Zhu annotated both “Philosophy of Principle” (/i xue) and
“Philosophy of Classic” (jing xue). The principles Zhu adopted in analyzing these
works were “annotating the classics by commentary” and “annotating the commentary
by the classics.” As a result, the scholars who studied the works of Zhu Xi also added
their own interpretations to Zhu’s annotations. Thus the argument concerning a final
version arose from their interpretations, which in turn is a result of their respect and
devotion to the works of Zhu Xi.

Keywords: Zhu Xi, Sishu zhangju jizhu, the scholars of the study of Zhu Xi, Yuan
Dynasty scholars of the study of Zhu Xi
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