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The Writing of Chun Qiu and its
Denotation: A Discussion on the
Inter-Comparisons for Truth-Meaning
Versus Abandoning the Commentaries
to Focus on the Classics

Chang, Kao-ping”

[Abstract]

The core of Chun Qiu was to reflect on the thoughts and rhetoric of Confucius
based on certain essential historical events. The most valuable component of this book
is that in writing the book, Confucius placed particular emphasis on producing a text
based on real events, so that the text that he wrote could vividly reflect and illustrate
both the incidents he discussed as well as his teaching. Gu Yan-wu, the author of “Ri
Zhi Lu”, in analyzing and commenting on the book stated that judgments were made
within narration. In addition, Zhu Xi believed that Chun Qiu not only reflected the truth,
but that there were also theories and lessons behind the text. One of the features of the
book is the hidden message written between the lines. This “hidden message” was, in
fact, the real message that Confucius tried to communicate to his readers, but it was one
that could not be openly stated. This study was set up to analyze the writing skills of
Chun Qiu: Shu Ci Bi Shi (historical comparison to appraise things). There are three
ways to examine the rhetorical methods employed in Chun Qiu: (1) examine the
significance of more than one historical event; (2) link the relevant parts of the text to
find the “true” meaning; (3) explore the complete text to reveal the “true” meaning.
Through the combination of all three ways, we may be able to abandon the
commentaries and focus on the classics, and hence explore the hidden meaning of even
a simple text. Due to the limitation of space, I will only exemplify the first of the three
rhetorical methods listed above.

Keywords: The writing of Chun Qiu, Shu Ci Bi Shi (historical comparison to appraise
things), connotation and denotation, abandoning the commentaries to focus
on the classic

"Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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