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Tao as "openness ( Tong ) ": the
interpretation on Laozi of Du
Guangting’s "Daode zhenjing

guangshengyi"

Lu, Hui-Ling"

[Abstract]

The debate during the Tang Dynasty on the issue of of the Dao’s "entity
(substance ) " and "non-entity ( non-substance ) " was profoundly influenced by
Buddhist theories regarding emptiness, and forced annotators of the text “Laozi” to
re-examine the concept of the Dao. Cheng Xuanying (f%2Z%%) and Li Rong (%%
mainly equated the concept of principle (Li ¥ ) with that of the Dao, with a tendency
towards articulating the Dao’s relationship to Li as well as its objective dimensions.
During the middle Tang, Tang Xuanzong’s (fEFZ{5%) commentary on the Laozi
highlighted the notion of the Dao as a guide, emphasizing its secular meaning as well as
its subjective dimensions. In the late Tang, Du Guangting’s (£#1:5%[£ ) ’s Daode zhenjing
guangshengyi (B E4KFEEEF ) " interpreted the Dao as "openness ( Tong i) ",
creating an understanding of the Dao that was not constrained within the
objective-subjective binary presented by the previous two commentaries. This new
interpretation took the Dao to be an entity without substance (RS54 ) , which
means an entity that does not have a fixed form. The Daode zhenjing guangshengyi thus
argued that “Dao is Tong.” That is to indicate an “openness( Tong i )” between entity
and non-entity, involving several meanings regarding the Dao: A) the root of Tong; B)
oneness of Qi (% ) of the Tong ; C) the middle way of the Tong ; D) the road/way

of Tong E) induction of Tong. Above all, the meaning of Tong could be summed up in

* Post-Doctoral Visiting Scholar at the Divinity School, University of Chicago. PhD, Department of

Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University.
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its negative sense as an "unobstructed 7ong" and in a positive sense as an "openness in
becoming of Tong.” In this way, a particularly notable ontology of the Dao was

developed.

Keywords : Twofold-Mystery ( Chongxuan Xue ) ,Tong (openness) , middle way, Du
Guangting, Daode zhenjing guangshengyi, Dao
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