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Forbidding man, Spectral Implement,
and Ghostly-delight: On Zhung-Xing
and Tan Yuan-Chun’s Personality -

Poetry and Literary Criticism

Tseng, Shou-jen”

[Abstract]

Following the three methodological dimensions: author, text, and reader, this essay
intends to provide a discussion on Zhung-Xin and Tan Yun- Chun’s literary criticisms.
This paper will point out that Zhung and Tan’s appreciations for lyrics and poetry had
represented their dispositional characters identical to their criticisms.

Zhung and Tan were both leading figures in the late Ming Dynasty for over thirty
years. Though Zhung takes poetry as “something clear” whereas Tan treats it as
“something profound,” both are able to reveal the unique quality of poetry through
different approaches. Thus is the literary criticism practiced by Zhung and Tan. Since
they feel the need to segregate the refined and graceful from the secular and vulgar,
neither Zhung nor Tan had a successful official career.

Both Zhung and Tan emphasis on the mind’s ready understanding of reading invites
a new dimension of criticism. Their act of reading becomes the practice of conjuring
spirits; the text becomes an evocation to the spirits, and thus develops an interpretation of

text in the vision of specters.

keywords : spectral poetic, Shih-guei (An anthology of Poetry ) , Jing-ling school,
Zhong Xing, Tan Yuan-Chun

*Associate Professor, Department of Chinese, Fu Jen Catholic University.
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