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“Inspiration and Self-motivation” in
Shih-jen Yii-hsieh :
The Development and Acceptance of Written and Printed

Publications
Chang, Kao-ping”

[Abstract]

After the Tang ( ‘?’[ ) Dynasty, the people of Sung ( *") aim to transfigure, reinvent,
and instigate the literary tradition of the past. What came along with this trend was the
expansion of academic establishments——many of which stand out as unique and
distinctive. Similarly, the printing industry strived on such appreciation for poetry; and as
a result the publication of books were “easily produced, scarcely damaged, low in cost,
effortlessly preserved.” The poetry of Sung depends heavily on the poet’s creativity;
therefore, the culture difference between Tang and Sung lead to dissimilarities in their
literary style. The integration of the media effect into Sung literature is one of these
dissimilarities. Moreover, the culture of Sung Dynasty had been more competitive in
want for originality, which has much to do with the circulation of book publication as
well as the readers’ acceptance and feedback. In the twentieth volume of Wei Qing-zhi’s

(L) Shih-jen Yii-hsieh (({% A FFj )) , the Sung style of poetry composition
provides abundant textual evidence in terms of analyzing the influence of reader
feedback. In this paper, by examining the relation between the production of manuscripts
and its public acceptance, | aim to study how, in Shih-jen Yii-hsieh, the poets of Sung
demonstrate their interest in achieving two major goals: to “avoid repetition and clichés,”
and more importantly, to write with “inspiration and self-motivation.” This phenomenon
may be a consequence of the rivalry between hand-written and printing manuscripts; or

an outcome of sheer media promotion and advertising.

Keywords: Inspiration and self-motivation, exclusivity, media effect, acceptance and

* Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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