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On the Scandal of Su Shih’s

Supervision of the Civil Examination

Liu, Chao-ming”

[Abstract]

In the year of 1088, Su Shih supervised the national civil examination and his
student Li Chih was not qualified. Chang Tuan’s third son, Chang Yuan, won the first
place. It was said that Su Shih revealed the content of the test to his student and the
content was stolen by Chang brothers. This event was a hearsay and not to be believed.
However, scholars in mainland China still argue about it nowadays. The story is totally

not fitting to the personality of Su Shih and should be clarified.

Keywords: Su Shih, Li Chih, civil examination

*Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.
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