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On Wu-t1 Poetry

. . *
Chai, Jen-nien

[Abstract]

This paper intends to solve the problem of the relationship of Wu-ti and irregular
style poetry. First, we examine the previous studies on this subject and find that all the
definitions on Wu-ti are not satisfactory. Therefore, we delve into ancient document
regarding to Wu-ti and all the poems entitled Wu-ti from T ang dynasty on and find that
there are common traits of Wu-ti and come to the conclusion that Wu-ti can be defined as
follows: It is composed of ancient tone scheme and regulated tone scheme in
seven-character lines.

Secondly, in regard to the relationship of Wu-ti and Ch’i-li-ti we find that, unlike
some scholar’s findings, Wu-ti has nothing to do with Ch’i-li-ti. They differ in many
ways. For instance, Wu-ti has no five-character poem, no oblique rhyme tone, no

standard tone scheme. All these make Wu-ti differ from Ch’i-li-ti.

Keywords: Wu-ti, Ch’i-li-ti, folksong, seven-character poem, ancient style poem

*Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.
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