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Philosophical Process and Ontological
Forms of Teachings on Social

Relationships in Wei1 and Jin Xuanxue

Hsu, Chao-yang"

[Abstract]

The word “Xuan” is used as “Yuan” which means the beginning; thus Xuanxue is
understood as ontology. In the constructional process of Chinese philosophy, Wei and Jin
Xuanxue is defined to be dialectic ontology, being and non-being. According to the
definition, Xuanxue is distinguished from the Qi-inclined cosmology in Han dynasty.
However, another main subject of Xuanxue is considered as debates on social
relationships and human nature. Chinese philosophy is always involved with politics;
consequently, the dialectic ontology cannot be divided from the debates on social
relationships and human nature.

According to popular narration in the history of Xuanxue, the process of teachings
on social relationships is divided into three sections: based on nature, transcended by
nature, equal to nature. In this kind of narration, “nature” is not only ambiguous, but also
lack of the relationship with ontology.

Those who are inclined to being or non-being both agree with the existence of
teachings on social relationships; thus “nature” includes both being and non-being.
Accordingly, from the angle of teachings on social relationships, this essay divides
Xuanxue into four ontological forms: non-being, self-judgment, natural property and
being. Besides, Wangbi’s “ non-being” could be said to derive from Liji and Hainazi, and
Jikang’s yuanqi (ontological vitality ) could also be said to be the continuation of the
Qi-inclined cosmology in Han dynasty. Therefore, with the division of four ontological
forms, the continuation of thinking in Han dynasty and the ambiguity of nature may be

both explained.

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese, Fu Jen Catholic University.
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