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A Study on the Formation of Wang
Fuzhi’s Philosophical System and Its
Inner Transition

Tai, Ching-hsien

( Abstract)

Wang Fuzhi was said to be the greatest philosogheng the second half of the
seventeenth century China. Yet the fundamentalr@addi his metaphysical system
remains to this day unclear to the world. Thereewermerous interpretations about the
structure of his system, and these interpretateonsised controversial debates which
leads to no conclusion. Part of this situation wassed by the immense volume of
Wang Fuzhi’s philosophical writings and their corogtion in arguments. This paper
aims to reconstruct the development process of Wrarmhi’s philosophical thinking
through careful examination of his lifetime worles)d to create a new interpretation.
According to the author’s analysis, the formatiéméang Fuzhi's philosophical system
can be divided into five stages. Each stage difien: one another but shares certain
common ideas and tendencies. In this article, niheri transition of Wang’s thoughts

were highlighted and explained in detail.

Keywords: China studies, history of Chinese philosophy, Cééngthics, Qing studies,
Song-Ming neo-Confucianism, Wang Fuzhi
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