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“Shen” and “Zhen”: Wang Bi’'s
Theory of Mind and Humanity

Shie, Ru-bo

( Abstract)

By analyzing his concepts of “Shen” and “Zhen,’stklesis indicates that Wang
Bi's theory of human nature can be interpreted @®viis. First, the fundamental
meaning of Wang Bi’'s “Shen” or “Shen ming” shoulel inderstood as the functions of
mind. Thus, that the term “Shen ming” is generadlgresented as the wisdoms of Sage
is also the ingenious use of the functions of mBeécond, Wang Bi affirms that only
the harmonious “chi"—also named “Zhen” or “Yi"—c#e attributed to human nature,
which is the ultimate criterion of all values. Tdhithe concept of “Shin” or “Shen,” on
the other hand, represents the function of humansagject. “Shin” obeys the criterion
of human nature (“Shing”) , and plays the pivotal role of preserving humaturea
“Shing” could be harmed if it is violated by “SHirinally, Wang claims that desires
shall not go against human nature, that is, thedgmoevil of “Shin” or “Ching”
depends on whether the human nature is obeyedlated. Only by clarifying “Shin”
and “Shen” can one experience true human naturecandthe desires inspired by
“Shin” become righteousness.

This analysis helps understand the thinking of iSlaind “Ching” in Wang Bi’'s
theory of human nature more thoroughly, and redl&e relationship between Xuan
Xue and Buddhism more significantly during the Bynastirs.

Keywords: Shen Ming, Human Nature, Neo Taoism, Xuan XuegS#hmo
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