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Clarification of Tan Ssu-t’ung’s

Teacher-student Relationship

Chao, Shih-wei"

[ Abstract ]

This article make a point that Tan Ssu-t’ung started to contact Wang Fu-chih’s
thought was recommended by Liu Jen-hsi, rather than Ou-yang Chung-ku, and he
possibly came under Wang’s part influence. With the revolutionaries and scholar’s
intentional explanation, Tan’s modern history role and position were changed from the
original status of the reformer into a revolutionary vanguard. In addition, because of
the reform incident, many disputes were caused between Tan and Ou-yang. One of
Ou-yang’s best friends Liu Jen-hsi, resolutely stood in opposition to hinder their effort
because he thought Tan and Ou-yang deliberately imitated Ch’en Liang and Yung-chia
Utilitarian and gave away from Wang Fu-chih and Chu Hsi’s road of sage. Tan and
Ou-yang implemented Yung-chia Utilitarian in Promotion of Mathematical Studies, and
then it caused Liu’s resentment. The influence of events of reform Eight-legged Essay
to Tan Ssu-t’ung, Tang Ts’ai-ch’ang and Ou-yang Chung-ku was about academic
purposes debates, because Ou-yang was somewhat dissatisfied with Tan and Tang
attaching to K’ang Yu-wei’s party. The relationship between teachers and students
distanced themselves by their different ideas, and it reflected all sorts of contradictions
in process of the Hunan “foreign matters” movement. Moreover, Tan expounded on
Buddhist thought very late maybe under the influence of Wang Fu-chih’s thought via
Ou-yang and Liu. Although Tan could accept the Buddhist studies after his former

* Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Nanya Institute of Technology.
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years, yet the statecraft-conscious might become a turning point to form his unique

pragmatism of Buddhism.

Keywords: T’an Ssu-t’ung, Teacher-student Relationship, Promotion of Mathematical
Studies in Liu-yang, Statecraft-conscious, Events of Reform Eight-legged

Essay, Pragmatism of Buddhism
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