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The Fundamental Character of Wang
Yangming’s Philosophy and the
Diversified Varieties of His Legacy in

History

Tai, Ching-hsien

( Abstract]

This article aims to analyze the basic structur&dahg Yangming’s philosophy,
and to reconstruct the process of the post-Yangmiogement in thought. The status of
Wang's philosophy was placed in two ways: The frs¢ was to consider his thought as
the closure of the Medieval Philosophy in Chinagl &ime second, the opening of the
Modern Philosophy. The contents are divided inteeseparts: 1) the meaning of
Yangming’s philosophy as the closure of the medigtdlosophy and its comparison
with the thought of Zhu Xi. 2) Yangming’s philosgpls the opening of the modern
philosophy in China. 3) the building process of ¢faing’s philosophy and its
revelation in achieving the spiritual purity. 4) daing’s legacy as a form of
Confucianism. 5) Yangming's philosophical structamed the multiple dimensions of
his teaching. 6) the philosophical influence of ganing's philosophy. 7) the
methodological influence of Yangming's scholarship.

Keywords: Wang Yangming, Confucianism, History of Chineseld®ophy, Modern

Pprofessor, Department of Chinese literature, NatiSoa Yat-sen University.



366 CHIT - BTN

Philosophy in China, Ming studies



