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On the Transformation of the Mid and
Late Qing Scholarship and Thoughts

Tai, Ching-hsien

[Abstract]

The transformation of the mid and late Qing scholarship has long been recognized
as being developed hand in hand with the changing of Qing’s political adjustments and
her reformation to face China’s modernization. Among which, the New Text School of
Chang Zhou has occupied a prominent position in discussion. But according to the
previous research done by the author of this article, the assumption that this so-called
“ the New Text School of Chang Zhou” ( F{fj""[‘[-—", T 29T ) was a continuous movement
starting from Zhuang Cunyu (j4 7= > 1719-1788 ) , Liu Fenglu ( #[:&m ) , followed
by Gong Zizhen (E¥} 124 > 1792-1841) , Wei Yuan (FWfi > 1794-1857 ) , and carried
on through out late Qing by Kang Youwei (HU%| £} > 1858-1927) , Liao Ping (&1 >
1852-1932) , is actually a misleading interpretation. The process and results of the
transformation of the mid and late Qing scholarship and thoughts are far more
complicated than most scholars would have expected. The aim of this thesis is set to
reinvestigate the various factors that were hidden beneath the superficial phenomena,

and to reconstruct a new framework of interpreting the history.

Keywords : Qing philosophy, Qing studies, the mid and late Qing scholarship, the New
Text School of Chang Zhou, late Qing
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