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The Evolution of Hsueh-Mei Story
and 1ts Cultural Interpretation
Chiu, Hui-yin’

[Abstract]

The opera “San-Yuan Chi” in Ming dynasty elaborates the stories of widow
Hsueh-Mei Chin who encouraged her son Shang-Lo to study hard by cutting the cloth
being woven. Shang-Lo had finally passed the civil examination and manifested the
glory of his family. Since the story subject, which describes a chaste woman taught
her son hard and made him succeed, very accords with the righteousness and the feudal
code of ethics, so that it was very popular everywhere in China at that time. There were
different forms of literature existed for Hsueh-Mei story such as opera, novel, and folk
story-telling art, however, the story among those forms always followed and was
modified from the original play writing of opera “San-Yuan Chi”.

This research, firstly on the aspect of historical facts which Hsueh-Mei Story
relates, raises different views and evidences from which proposed by Chu Hai General
Catalogue of Opera. Then, the variations of Hsueh-Mei story were differentiated into
four types: “origin”, “fatalism”, “trial”, and “female features”. Finally, through
investigating the cultural meanings of those different story types, we realize, under the
“little tradition”, even though the form of Hsueh-Mei story varied during the process of
spreading and becoming popular, the role of female in the story was still confined in
chasteness concept of “great tradition” system, which really limited the image

development of female.

Keywords: Hsueh-Mei Story, Shang-Lo, San-Yuan Chi, concept of chasteness, type of
story plot
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