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Interactions Between Emotion,
Religion, and the Confucian Ethical
Code: Analyzing and Comparing
Representations of Gegu liaogin in the
Fourth Story of Xingshi yan and
“Lishui Chen xiaonii zhuan be1”

k
Wu, Yenna

[Abstract]

This article examines the complex discourse of the filial acts of gegu liaogin
[cutting off a slice of flesh from one’s body to cure a family elder]. The analysis focuses
upon two representative texts: Song Lian’s (1310-1381) “Biography of the Filial
Daughter Chen from Lishui Inscribed on a Stone Stele,” and “A Child’s Filial Heart
Reaches the Deities from Afar; a Slice of her Liver Revives her Grandmother
Instantly,” the Fourth Story of Lu Renlong’s collection of stories, Xingshi yan [Tales of
the World’s Exemplars; ca. 1631]. This story is one of the earliest to contain
fictionalized depictions of gegu liaogin. While both works narrate the same story of the
filial girl Chen Miaozhen cutting off a slice of her own liver and offering it to her ailing
grandmother in order to cure her, they represent the act and its context relatively
differently due to the two individual authors’ varied emphases and generic
considerations. A detailed analytical comparison of these two texts reveals how the two

different authors negotiate the potentially conflicting priorities of Confucian ethics,

* Distinguished Professor of Chinese, Director, Asian Languages & Civilizations Program,

University of California, Riverside.
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Buddhist religious doctrine, and patterns of human emotion by creating dynamic

interactions among them.

Keywords: Song Lian, “Lishui Chen xiaonii zhuan bei,” Lu Renlong, Xingshi yan,

religion, emotion, the Confucian ethical code, gegu liaogin



454 LB - B0




