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Stories and Interpretation—Commentary
on Les Scriptible in the Amusement and
Openness in L1 Qiao’s Short Stories

Chen, Wei-Lin "

[Abstract]

Formerly there was Li Qiao (Li Ch’iao) who was known as the ‘fixed laborer of
Taiwanese culture’. Through his pioneering form of writing, his accomplishments in
literature, his aspirations for cultural reform and other such views, he can truly be
considered one of the most unique writers among Taiwanese literati. Peng Rui Jin has
commented, “Li Qiao’s works alternate amidst transformations, this cannot be denied.
Furthermore, Li Qiao’s short stories are essence of literature.” Being novels of
“narrative” art, his works following certain definitions could also be explained as “the
art of the story”. Among the creations of Taiwanese short stories he not only takes on
the role of a producer of meaningful works embodying the depth of Taiwanese history
and culture, but at the same time also puts into practice each kind of critical (literary)
theory. Inlaid into the narrative mode of his stories are fear, transfigurement, symbolism,
absurdity, fantasy, realism, psychoanalysis, and stream of consciousness etc, his
multifarious changes and unique constructs lead the reader into a literary maze,
exploring the phenomenon and substance of the novels text and writing which contain
both explosive self creativity and a dexterous metanarrative style.

Roland Barthes has made the distinction of the “reader” (this could also be
translated as “an article meant for reading or to be experienced”) (le lisible), which

transmits the authority of the author over the reader. This is a pre-established pragmatic

* Assistant Professor, Department of Language and Literature Studies, National Hsinchu

University of Education.
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view and value system. It can only be read by people, but cannot induce them to write.
“Writing” (which can be translated as “an article which can induce people to write”)

(le scriptible ) which with the uniqueness of open literary codes and not automatic
denotations become the work of the producer and not the consumer. This paper will try
to borrow from and follow this basic premise taking this research directly into three
items dealing with an overview of the language of the first person “I”, “the resurrection
of historical figures through lyrical styles” as well as “the transfiguration and twisting
of characters”. This is in order to test and expound short stories among Li Qiao’s works
known as “super novels” up until “a simulated critique” —the artistic component of his

novels. This will also deal with general narrative and aesthetic issues.

Keywords:Li Qiao, short stories, metanarrative style, /e scriptable, Taiwanese literature
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