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Images and Connotations of Death in
modern poetry

Jiang, Mei-Hua"

[Abstract]

This paper aims to probe contemporary poets’ attitudes toward death through analyzing these
four poems—*“Floating life” by Chien Chang-chen, “Heavenly Funeral” by Jo-fu, “Farewell to Body”
by Yeh Wei-lien, and “Starting players” by Tu Yao-chang. Four typical types of philosophical attitudes
are listed as follows:

The first type is “Life as Lodging in the Universe and Death as Returning to the Universe.” That
our bodies are breathing altogether with thoughtful mind could be regarded as an interesting
metaphor—a sound flowerpot temporarily placed in the universe. If the moment when we are living
were a flowerpot, a broken flowerpot could be looked upon as death. The flowerpot broke, and the soil
dropped down on the ground. Once we people returned to the ground, becoming one part of the
universe, our physical shapes would be broken.

Life-and-death cycle is the second type. Buddhism indicates that death precedes life. Also, life is
prior to death. The cycle, life-death-death-life, repeats itself forever and ever. People will die some day
but death is never naught. Above all, life will be reproduced after death.

Next, death and life should be a unity. Natural phenomena in this universe exist a contrastive
relationship. Life versus death is similar to the shift between day and night. Therefore, we do not need
to keep a joyful heart when we are living; likewise, it is not necessary for us to keep a sorrowful heart
toward death. Life and death are a unity in the universe. Life is one part of the universe, and so death is.
There is no differentiation between life and death.

The last part concerns comedy elements in the tragedy. Smile the impermanence and flaw in the
life. Also, in these poems, complicated affection is penned by simple words. Like Shakespearean
tragedy, an episode of comedy is always abruptly inserted into the emotional and sorrowful plots. This

arrangement allows the leading character to self-ridicule at the crucial moment.

Keywords:Studies on Life and Death, Life as Lodging in the Universe and Death as Returning to the
Universe, Life-and-Death Cycle, Life and Death as a Unity, Comedy Elements in the
Tragedy

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Changhua University of Education.
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