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A Study of Su Shih’s North-bound
Returning Poems and the Their Related
Historical Events

Liu, Chao-Ming*

[Abstract]

The so-called north-bound returning poems indicate those poems written on his way home from
Hai-nan islands. During the eighteen months journey, Su went through many sufferings returning from
the fronts to the central China. He wrote a great deal of verses to record his passage home. By
examining these poems, we may come to understand Su’s friendship, emotion, and philosophy.
Therefore, these poems are the sum of total of his sparking life.

It is a pity that this special topic has not yet studied into depth by scholars. My intention here is
to divided these poems into several themes and interpret their significance. In addition, the related
historical events, people, and essays are my concern too. The final purpose of this study is to delve into

Su’s arts, life, and moral of his last days. This is the first article of my serial studies of Su Shih.

Keywords: North-bound Returning, Hai-nai islands, Ling-nan, Su Shih
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