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The Discussion on the Valuable
Contributions and Drawbacks of Chen
Y1’s Annotated I Ching

Huang, Chung-Tien*

( Abstract)

Chen Yi had studied and written books in 5 decades during his lifetime. The most
prominent published work was his annotated I Ching. The book really showed the
author’s in-depth knowledge and unique understanding on I Ching. Chen Yi’s annotated
I Ching had lasted more than 900 hundred years. Lots of scholars had analyzed and
annotated on the book during various generaﬁons. Any further academic research on
this book may seem to be redundant. However it is the author’s lifetime favor and goal
to study on I Ching annotated by Chen Yi. The author also wrote and published a book
"The Analysis and Comments on Chen Yi’s annotated I Ching" before he publishes this
article.

This article consists of two main parts besides the prologue and epilogue sections.
The first main part is to discuss the main valuable contributions of Chen Yi’s
annotated I Ching. These valuable contributions could be summarized into three main
areas. The first area was the long lasting influence of the book. Almost every scholars
studied the book during the five century period starting from 1313 AD. The second area

Huang, Chung-Tien is an Associate Professor in the Department of Chinese at National
Kaohsiung Normal University.
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was the clear explanation and good reasoning of the book. It tried to interpret I Ching
with logic reasoning instead of working on astrology. The third part was the practical
education and application of the book. It exemplified the principles of I Ching through
real life application.

The second main part is to discuss the potential drawbacks of Chen Yi’s annotated
I Ching. These drawbacks can also be summarized into three main areas. The first
drawback was lack of good historic examples in the book. Several examples used by the
book were inappropriate and unrelated to the principles of I Ching. The second
drawback was Chen Yi’s subjective interpretation and explanation of I Ching principles.
Some of Chen Yi’s comments were arguably incompatible with the original meanings
of Gua and Yao in I Ching. The third drawback was the incompleteness and out of order
of the content. Chen Yi’s annotated I Ching became unoriginal and disparity after his
death. Although his students and the other followers tried to edit and correct the
problem, it still showed the problems of contradictory paragraphs and out of order

sentences through the book.

Overall Chen Yi’s annotated I Ching still provides great value to us against its
minor drawbacks. There is no need for us to cover these minor drawbacks. A good
reader of the annotated I Ching will know how to select and learn the important things
from the book. Chen Yi’s I Ching is still one of the most important and classical books
in Chinese literature. How can a scholar.claim to know I Ching‘ without reading through
this important book?

Keywords : Chen Yi’s annotated I Ching » I Ching > Chen Yi



