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The Enlighted Ruler in the Book of
Ham Fei-zi

Hsu, Han-chang*

( Abstract)

Those philosophers of the pre-Qin period are referred to as “One Hundred
S;:hools”. Among all their theories, the Legalists’ are most peﬁaihing to the ways
of governing.  Of all the Legalists, Han Fei is considered the representative of the
school because of his eclectic views. Despite that democratic rules of laws, which
are practiced nowadays, are different from the monarchical rules of laws, the
ruler’s intelligence, ability and virtues are the deciding factors for the success .or
failure of his administration no matter it is in the past or present time, in a foreign
state or our country. Therefore, this paper intends to explore the so-called the
ways of enlightened ruler_based on the teachings of {(Han Fei Zi }(The Philosophy
of Han Fei). Han Fei believes that most rulers are not distinguished with their
intelligence, ability and virtues, thus they should employ their authority and do
nothing. The ways of doing nothing is to: 1. abolish one’s intelligence and ability
and use laws to regulate matters, employ people and do evaluations; 2. abolish
personal likes and dislikes, wits and tact, and keep oneself an open and peaceful

mind, using skills to tame his vassals and eventually the life for the ruler is easy

Hsu, Han-chang is a professor in the Department of General Courses at I-Shou
University.
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and his vassals are busy. The key to the success of the above two is to give

rewards or punishment strictly and impartially.

Keywords : Han Fei Zi (the philosophy of Han Fei) ~ Mingjun (enlightened ruler)



