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An Elegy for Heroes
The Tragic Ideology of the Ending of Shui Hu

Huang, Kai-yun*

( Abstract )

The Legend of Shui Hu plays a vital role in the Chinese’s cultural. Since Song
dynasty, this folk story has been narrating from mouth to mouth, and the public has
praised the plots of the story. Furthermore, the characters’ of Shui Hu has been the
models of a man of principle and virtue. In the old times, our ancestors to asked us
to think deeply of some meaningful fables, and to request their generations to
emulate or model oneself on. And every generation had the folklore to be eulogized
evefyw_here.

- The folklore of Shui Hu stays with the ancient Chinese, and grow with it in
different era, and different aspects with variety beliefs from the story. Regarding to
the legends, those heroes helped the imperial government to face with troubles at
home and aggression from abroad, and rescued people from foreign intrusion and
saved the turmoil and chaos of war back that time. Shui-Hu heroes being order out
of chaos, and thrive and were prosperous. The tragedy was about a battle of
Fung-La; those heroes were vanquished, split up in their groups, and death at Liang
San Pd, and from the story, you may see clearly and understand thoroughly from
the past and learned to make the self-examination from it.

And, the most implication part was the end of the story. Heroes were on their
way home, and for the long journey, some died in the halfway, some got infected
fatal illness and some even became monks or ran away in the midway home. You

can see how those heroes faced their end from the beginning of bright and dazzling.

Huang, Kai-yun is a master student in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Sun

Yat-sen University.
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From the folklore of Shui Hu, it shows directly how about the world of mortals
mutable and changeable.

The thesis is focusing on the virtue and patriotism of the legend and to probe
into the 300 years ago history progressively by gathering numerous folklores and
stories. Ultimately, the ending is the story’s conscious ideology.

Keywords: the Mobhists, faithful and virtuous, Shuihu Zhuan 7KEH{E, Shi Naian fig
MFE, the ideology of tragedy
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