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Deconstruction and Reconstruction of
Religious Hero:
A Research of Narrative Analysis for
Monk [-Kwang's Hagiography in Tang
Dynasty

Chien, Chi-ru”

[Abstract]

The writing of Sacred biographies, is an important literary style, its narrative
focuses on transformation of protagonist’s sacredness, and description in the Chinese
Buddhist narrative system as well as the narrative style of the Non-religious novel, each
has its own writing tradition. The legend of Monk I-Kwang was spread in Tang Dynasty,
because he refused from Beauty to castrate himself, and the strange legend was the
religion example of commandment.

Such as Buddhist monk's biography writing style, Monk [-Kwang experienced
hero test, "abandoned - extradition - sex test (the castrating is pseudo-death) -
achievements (regeneration) process. Niu Su's writing, the focus of the monk's
biography of the plot, in the biggest test of this world "beauty, desire, as the trials and
confirmation of sanctification, instrument Monk i-Kwang after castrate himself -
pseudo-death" model, to pursue the spirit of detachment and rebirth, return to
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism "Mixing religious ideals. In Biography novel of
Niu Su constructed narrative where Monk I-Kwang satisfactorily typical religious
culture hero of the Chinese monk.

However, other message in text was hidden, because Monk [-Kwang maybe

suspected grow in power. Monk [-Kwang’s legend was the monk's biography write

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National Taitung
University.



S64  STET  AEEEEAS TSGR iR

"why sanctification" also hid allegory in the text. This article will explore the two sides

of the Saint's biography narration and the legend behind the cultural metaphors.

Keywords: hagiography writing, carnal desire rejection and self-castrating, resurrection,

religious hero
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