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A Study of the Life, Writings, and
Friends of the T'ang Poet Tsui
Chih-ytlian

Chai, Jen-nien”

[Abstract]

Tsui Chih-yiian was the pioneer of the Korean literature and well-known to the
men of letters of his era. He was not only well-known in Korean literary circles but also
in T’ang China, where he became acquainted with a number of poets with whom he
interacted quite often. Among these T ang poets, Lo Yin and Chang Chiao are two cases
in point. Tsui’s poetic collection Mr. Lonely Cloud’s Poems and prosaic collection
Kui-yuan pi-ken chi are important in many aspects, especially in the fields of historical
documentary and literary history. Of special note is the collection known as the
“Forty-Nine Poems” which has never been seen in China. It is suggested that this
collection can contribute to gaps in the “T’ang Shih” and, moreover, Tsui Chih-yiian’s
literary style is able to account for the historical inaccuracies in the Hsi-Chung Dynasty.
Previous research into the writings of Tsui Chih-yilian has been contradictory and has
failed to adequately describe Tsui Chih-yiian’s contribution to the literary history of
Korea and China. This article intends to explore the value of Tsui’s writings within the

context of Chinese and Korean literary history.

Keywords: Tsui Chih-yiian, Mr. lonely cloud s poems, Kui-yuan pi-ken chi

*Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.
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